A Natural Decline? 


It was interesting to find a book published in 1859 titled Examinations for Admission to the Royal Military College, 
Sandhurst. Interesting for two reasons: Firstly, and primarily, in the context of Western civilization and the abilities and 
learning expected of a future military officer; and secondly because two of my ancestors had attended that military 
academy, one around the time the book was published, and another before the start of the Second World War. 


In the primary context of Western civilization, then and now, how many military recruits, and schoolboys or girls aged 
around eighteen, in Britain or America or Canada could today answer the questions, examples of which are illustrated 
below? 


My suspicion is that it would be an elite few, certainly fewer than in the 19th century. Which possibly may suggest 
many things about the state of Western civilization today. Such as how our standards, intellectual and otherwise, have 
declined with the inevitable decline of our civilization. And how the denigration of elitism, of logical reasoning, and of 
intellectual rigour, together with a neglect of a classical education and pervasive notions such as ‘equality’ and 
‘modern democracy’, have led to a loss of our identity as a civilizing influence in the world with consequences that are 
obvious to the sagacious. 


K.S. 
May 2023 
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Euclid. 


1. Make a triangle of which the sides shall be equal to three 
given straight lines, but any two whatever of these must be 
greater than the third. 

How does the construction in this proposition fail when 
the condition in italics is not fulfilled. 

2. To a given straight line apply o paralellogram which shall 
ke equal to a given triangle, and have one of its angles equal to 
u given rectilineal angle. 

Could a rectangle be described on a line of any magnitude 
equal to any given equilateral triangle. 


MATHEMATICS. 3 


3. Solve the equations :— . 


a) —% =1 —— ae FF =3 
c+y Z+z y+2 
(2) ope tasty, 4 
ery= 7 


4. A garrison besieged loses 5 men on the first day, 10 on the 
second, 15 on the third, and so on, and at this rate the garrison 
would be all destroyed in 50 days). How many men must be 
introduced at the end of the fifteenth day of the siege to bring 
the garrison up to a strength of 8,000 men? 

5. Prove log. 3° x 4° = } log. 3 + 6 log. 4. 

Find by the tables :— 

(1.) (-0874)%. 
(2.) A fourth proportional to 3°, 2’, 15°, 
(33 The sum of 7 terms of the series 7 + 21 + 63 + &. 
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ANCIENT History AND GEOGRAPHY. 


1. What were the causes, real and pretended, of the Persian 
and Peloponnesian Wars respectively? Mention the chief events 
and the results of those contests. 

2. Mention the native country and chief achievements of any 
three of the soretrig, persons :—King Cyrus, Nicias, Demos- 
thenes (the orator), Pelopidas, Antigonus, Aratus. Give the 
dates of their birth or death. 

3. Sketch the course of the Second Punic War. What part 
was taken in that war by Marcellus, Terentius Varro, Hasdrubal, 
Claudius Nero, Scipio Africanus ? 

4. Who were the leaders, on either side, in the Social and 
Mithridatic Wars? What were the causes of those contests ? 

5. For what are Actium, Amphipolis, Babylon, the Ticinus, 
Beneventum, Rhodes, Pompeii, memorable? State their situ- 
ation. 
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Passages for Translation, 
Eutropius. 
. Hannibal, Hispanias contra Scipionem ducem 


diutius posse retineri, fratrem suum Hasdrubalem in Italiam 
cum omnibus copiis evocavit. Is veniens eodem itinere, quo 


LATIN. 7 


etiam Hannibal venerat, a consulibus Appio Claudio Nerone 
et M. Livio Salinatore apud Metaurum fluvium et Senam, Piceni 
civitatem, in insidias compositas incidit ; strenue tamen pugnans, 
occisus est; ingentes ejus copie capte, aut interfects sunt; 
magnum pondus auri atque argenti Romam relatum. Post hac 
Hannibal diffidere de belli cepit eventu. Romanis ingens 
animus accessit. Itaque et ipsi evocaverunt ex Hispania P. 
Cornelium Scipionem. Is Romam cum ingenti gloria venit. 


Casar. 

Est bos cervi a re cujus a media fronte inter aures unum 
cornu exsistit, excelsius magisque directum his, que nobis nota 
sunt, cornibus. Ab eius summo, sicut palmm, rami quam late 
diffunduntur. Eadem est feminm marisque natura, eadem forma 
magnitudoque cornuum. Sunt item, que adpellantur Alces. Ha- 
ram est consimilis capreis figura et varietas pellium; sed magni- 
tudine paullo an unt mutileque sunt cornibus et crura sine 
nodis articulisque habent; neque quietis caussa procumbunt, 
neque, si quo adflicte casu conciderint, erigere sese aut suble- 
vare possunt. His sunt arbores pro cubilibus: ad eas se adpli- 
cant, atque ita, paullum modo reclinate, quietem capiunt: 
quarum ex vestigiis quum est animadversum a venatoribus, quo 
se recipere consuerint, omnes eo loco aut ab radicibus subruunt, 
aut accidunt arbores tantum, ut summa species earum stantium 
relinguatur. Huc quum se consuetudine reclinaverint, infirmas 
arbores pondere adfligunt atque una ips concidunt. 
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Passages for Translation. 


Homer. 
*H m0ab Awidy dori, xara orpariy eighy "Ayaiay 
Aaip’ awoaigticBas, doris cibey avriov sixy 
Anpobéeos Bacidrsus, txt) odribavciow avaorns” 
“H yde ay, *Argsiby, viv torara Awb joao. 
AN’ ix rot igtw, xal in) piryay Goxoy Guotpei, 
Nal pa rode cxixteoy, rd piv ovwore GUAAG xal ofous 
Dieu, txudi rowra romiy dy deco: AdAoimer, 
OvF avabnrjoes weg) yao pa & yarns Dnpe 
Dvdra re xai pee viv abré pay ules "Ayouwy 
"Ey xadrapuns Pogiove bixarwddai, olra Sipsrrus 
Tl gas Asts tigharai 6 08 ror piyas iooeras Gexos 
"H wor’ "Axiddios woby ikeras vias “Ayaswy 
Eipravras’ trois P vrs buviceas, ayvomerds wee, 
Xeairpeiv, er’ av woddol dg’ "Exrogos avdgogdvoro 
Ovioxovres xixtwos’ ob 8 Evdods Sunday auikers 


” - . * 
Veuduaune fr" Anumerny Anrminw ankiw frirac. 
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1. Compose a short letter from yourself to a friend, mage | 
that you have been lately studying the History of England, an 
mentioning any four or five historical personages whose lives 
seem to you to have had the greatest influence over the cha- 
racter, or fortunes of the nation. Give reasons for the selection. 

2. Describe Louis XI. of France. The following particulars 
may be made use of, but candidates are not restricted to them: 

‘rance, at accession of Louis XI, en, se Mere up 
into many principalities—each baron plundered the neighbour- 
hood—Louis cautious—active—dissembler—unprincipled —cruel 
—selfish— suspicious of all—superstitious—timorous—despised 
all men—hated the nobles—chose ministers from the populace 
—desirous of reviving French nationality— succeneful— his reign 
advantageous for France—his ends noble—means base, 

3. Distinguish between Declension and Conjugation, Person 
and Case, Syntax and Accidence. What do these words mean 
literally ? 

4. Is there any difference between Epithet, Adjective, Noun, 
Substantive f Give instances of each. 

5. He began at the first page—He began with the first page— 
He began from the first Fon pepe began im the first page—He 
began on the first page. all these sentences equally correct ? 
Do they all mean exactly the same thing ? 

6. What is the Relative Pronoun? Why is it so called? 
State the difference between What boy? and Which boy? - 
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